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BOOK QUIZ
with Bradley Trevor Greive
What are you reading now?
While on the road I maintain a petting zoo of slim-
hipped editions to be picked up and caressed as
time permits between bouts of mandatory
drunkenness and the liberating effects of sleeping
pills. My current favourite is Happy Days, a bleakly
amusing French novella by Laurent Graff.
What first gave you the reading bug?
The hilarious tales of James Herriot and Gerald
Durrell — the very first
books to make me
laugh aloud. I’ve loved
animals since I was a
little boy, and in many
ways have never really
grown up.
What books would
you take to a desert
island?
The complete works of
Harold Bloom. Should
be more than enough
to make a small yet
sturdy house, with a few volumes left over to keep
the fire going.
What book left you cold?
Ulysses, by James Joyce. Yes, it contains rapturous
passages of delirious dream music. But mostly it is
liquid gibberish garnished with a little piece of
poo.

! Since the debut of his best-seller The Blue Day
Book, Tasmania-born Bradley Trevor Greive has
become a publishing sensation. His books have
sold more than 20 million copies in 115 countries.
His latest book, Why Dogs Are Better Than Cats,
has the same trademark combination of engaging
animal photographs, gentle humour and
thoughtful insights. Why Dogs Are Better Than
Cats is available in book stores now for $32.95.

It’s hard to believe

CHALLENGE: Mitch Albom returns to non-fiction in his latest offering, Have a Little Faith.

Have a Little Faith
by Mitch Albom
Sphere, $35

D O you believe in a higher
power? Mitch Albom does —
and he believes it does him, and
the world, good.
The best-selling author of
Tuesdays with Morrie has

returned to non-fiction by turning back to a
familiar subject: a dying mentor passing on a
lifetime’s wisdom.

But this time there’s a subtle twist.
While we get to know ‘‘the Reb’’, Albom’s

Rabbi from his Jewish upbringing in New
Jersey, intertwined in his story is that of a
contrasting character.

He’s Henry, a kid from the wrong side of the
tracks who ends up on the wrong side of the
law.

Henry’s story provides a stark contrast to
the character of the Reb, who comes back into
Albom’s life when he asks the author to do his
eulogy at what appears will be his imminent
funeral.

Albom and the ageing Reb start spending
time together and the Reb helps the author
begin to unravel some of the mysteries of the
faith he was brought up in but subsequently
rejected.

It is often lighthearted and fun, with Albom
initially taken aback that his one-time
spiritual mentor would ask of him such a task.

‘‘Who does a eulogy for the man who does
eulogies?’’ he questions.

The Reb is wise, yet playful. ‘‘Our sages tell
us to repent exactly one day before we die,’’ he
says to Albom, who questions how one can
know the day. ‘‘Exactly,’’ replies the Reb.

Albom
demonstrates great
skill in moving
abruptly from the
humour and insight
of conversations with
the Reb — who
obviously has no
intentions of
requiring a eulogy
any time soon — to
the tragic and
desperately sad tales
of Henry, without the
juxtaposition appearing forced.

Henry’s is a story of conversion out of the
depths of despair. He is a man who turns his

life around, from the tainted and tortured
riches of the underworld, to the peaceful
poverty of faith.

Albom presents the two — the Reb a Jew like
himself, and Henry a Christian — as two men
who have found the same thing: faith in a
higher power and a higher calling.

Faith got them through hard times and faith
made them the men they believed they were
destined to be: men who would do more for
others than they would do for themselves.

Albom challenges himself to rediscover his
own meaning of life and finds it not in some
epiphany, but simply in what he calls ‘‘the
journey to belief’’.

It is something he says is open to all of us.
ALLAN DE WEYS
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In the “Squeakquel,” pop sensations Alvin, Simon and Theodore end up in the 
care of Dave Seville’s twenty-something nephew Toby. The boys must put aside 
music superstardom to return to school, and are tasked with saving the school’s 
music program by winning the $25,000 prize in a battle of the bands. But the 
Chipmunks unexpectedly meet their match in three singing chipmunks known as 
“The Chipettes” – Brittany, Eleanor and Jeanette. Romantic and musical sparks 
are ignited when the Chipmunks and Chipettes square off.
The Mercury and Sunday Tasmanian together with Twentieth Century Fox, is 
giving 75 readers the chance to win a family pass to attend an exclusive preview 
screening of Alvin and the Chipmunks The Squeakquel on Sunday December 13 
at Village Cinemas Hobart at 10:30 am.

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS THE SQUEAKQUEL 
only at the movies from Boxing Day

For your chance to win, fill in your details and send your original entry form to:- 
Alvin And The Chipmunks The Squeakquel Competition, C/- Mercury, GPO Box 
334, Hobart 7001.  Entries close at 12 Noon Monday November 30 and passes 
will be posted to winners.

WIN TICKETS TO AN EXCLUSIVE
PREVIEW OF
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