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EllGadvice

PETS

Paws for thought
Some people are crazy about cats, and others far prefer a pooch. Bradley Trevor Greive
is firmly in the latter camp, and makes no bones about it.
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h€re are colntless verified tales
of canine loyalt)' and braver),
from dots larye and small who

have sacrificed themselves {or those
they lo','e. Ihe_v have guarded our famili€s
and homes at great €ost, fall€n beside
us in the trenches and, while standing
firm, bared their teeth against evil intent
inespective of its terrilying form. Th€y
have even saved us from ours€lves. wlF'l
bullets shred the breath of angels and

bombs shake th€ foundation of our faith,
dogs iall]' to our aid *'ithout question,
$nib cats paus€ onlv to steal food as ther
scurry to a warlr! soundFoo( nook and
resume groomint their nether regions.
Cor)sida tlE nany ll€o,ple sarcd qv salrfts
and-rescue dogs in the London Blitz
during the darkGt days of wo.ld War IL
And agaio when our hopes for th€ new
c€ntun' urDavel€d in the fac€ of hidmus
terrorist atrociti€s, dogs stood tall.

As the t$'in towers of th€ World Trad€
Centre shi\€red a nd twistcd si.klv from
the hid€ous explosionr the crowd€d fir€
stairs soon f i l led with screams and
smoke. In the midst of this .hokint
madness, two guide dogs calmly l.d
their blind owners down th€ endless
spiral of stairs to safcty. Then, durin8
the horrific aftermalh, som€ 300 s€arch-
and{e(u€ dogs wer€ rushed to Cmund
Zero to help emrgencv teams ca rry out
the hazardous rescue and r€covery
mission. The)' $€nt whcrc no man could.
The excru.iating heat, toxi€ dust and
col lapsing rubble were so perilousthat
sevcral dogs died in the line of dutv
and many more wcreinjured. Eightecn
families remain h hole todal b€caus€ of
their heroic efforts.

No on€ $as saved bv a cat.
The reason do8s surFass all other

sp€.ies is quite simpler they get people.
It's been this wav sin€c dogs and humans
f irst  bumped into one another and
thought, 'Hev, this could work!'

For more than 15,000 vears, dogs and
human beings have been d ra$,n tog€ther
bv mutual cooperation, shared values
and a s€nse of joyous frale.nitv.

Cnts, on the oth€r hand, came fbr the
m i.e and siaved foi the fish sticks. It goes
b€yond the fact that doSs a.e motivated
by love and cats are motivated by food.

ln th€ simplest terms... do8s ar€ social
cats are sociopaths.

OnerE€dor v look at thc opea friendly
face of anv do8 to find cvidence of their
affabl€ nature; dogs are fundam€ntally
social cr€atures. Thcy see th€ biBger
picture. They appreciate togethern€ss.
Thev care about others.



{tt

ili

6

DECEMBER 2009 ISSUE IPAGE 3 OF 3l

DoSs wanl to make frierds. Tt|e want
to s€€ the b€st in everyon€ and lea rn as
much as they can about whomer€r thev
m€et. Admitt€dly, inhalint each other's
po6terior tu noi tlle most appealing way
b Sathet strh intimaE information, but
neilher is cyber-stalking on Google.
Furthermorc, if human greetinSs can

If you c&re for dogs
long enough thel'
become menrbels trf
the family- Cats becomc
destluctive housenrittes
with bad breath.

rante from hith f ives, hugs and
handshak€s to air kiss€s, baclslaF arxl
rubbing no€€c then who are we to draw
the line at a curious sniff?

The concept of family is importaht tq
a dog. A do8 will live anywhere and
endure anyrhinS if it means the whole
tamily is saft, happy and stays together.

Cats, on the other hand, focrrs on
comfo.t. $r€, the_y can be social enough
when it suits them, though when that
will b€ i3Smerally hard to s:y.

Whil€ cats hat'e a keen sense of their
own needs, dogs have a remarkabl€
understandint of ours. Th€ir devotion
is puae and 3incere. We are foremost in
their minds in every exchange. Dots
carefully gau8e our f€elings, and what
tlq leam is th€n immediatcly rcflecled
in lheir b€haviour. A subtle frown
inil6ntly tells a dog shemade a mistake.
A kind word lets her know shc's b.rn
8ood. B€tter than tood!

You can talk to dogs for hours on end
and they will keep on listming to you,
ears cocked, eyes focus€d, d€spcraie to
tet the gst of what tou are trying to tell
th€m. To catr virtually evelthins you
say is brkground noise, including their
naates. They nuy tum to obs€rve you

dispassionat€ly for a mooEnt buL having
established that no tuna titbits are

. fortlEomin& thcv will tune orrt qukker
than a twitch of thc tail. As gifH as ttrry
aft at huniin& hidin8 and licking their
private partr cats simply don't hai'p the
mental or €motional capacity io cs$ider
th€ feelings of other c.eaturcs. In 20OZ
scientists from Harvard University
pru/ed that dots ar! actually riore adqt
at intuiting humnn cmotior! or'r€ading'
people, than our clos8t living lelativ6
(by which I mean chimpanzees, rmt your
inlaws - altholgh this may also be true
m many cas€s).

Thb b what sets dogs apart from all
otlEr animal! and gFcially cats dogs
genuii|ely ha!€ a s€ns€ of what w€ are
trying to cornnunicste. And, wirh a linle
pdirE lrrcan urderqard rdd*nn
feelinF ard int€rtio.rt too. IItC
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grtr.cts /rom lvhy Dogs Ar€
Betler Than Cats (Andrews
Mc c€l Pub shing, 332.95).

m.ho!..rnfi.rd...cd.D !'?l


